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Saturday, May 20, 2006 6:40 AM CDT
UNI grad bound for Brazil to open health center
By EMILY CHRISTENSEN, Courier Staff Writer 
CEDAR FALLS --- The idea was born out of a month-long visit to northeast Brazil.

It was the second trip for Jenny Hall, a recent University of Northern Iowa graduate and a project associate for Opportunity Works.

Hall said during the December visit she purchased a small chalkboard and set herself up on the side of the road. She taught the women and children, many who wandered the streets daily, basic health and hygiene skills. It was that experience that inspired Hall's latest idea --- to open the Over the Rainbow Health and Education Center in Salvador, Brazil.

"The real thing is to make health services and education opportunities available to the impoverished people in that part of the country," Hall said. "I have traveled all over the world, but that is where I found the most need. Brazil has the highest level of income inequality in all the Americas. The top 50 percent of income goes to only about 10 percent of the population. Northeastern Brazil is the most poverty stricken and that is the area I am targeting."

She hopes to spend at least six months in the country getting the center opened and running. But, to make her dreams come true, Hall is seeking donations from Cedar Valley residents.

Hall said it will take about $15,000 in donations would guarantee her at least six months in Brazil and the opening of the center. Part of that money would be used to obtain larger items like sewing machines for the local people to use. She does have grant applications completed, but must wait until she finds a nonprofit organization in Brazil to house her project before submitting the forms.

"This is really an open-ended trip," Hall said.

Some supplies, like toothbrushes donated by local dentist, are left over from her previous trip and are waiting for her return to Brazil. She will take others, including education games and books, along this time around. High shipping rates will keep her from purchasing most items until she is in Brazil.

Her education has also been instrumental in preparing for this trip. Hall has her undergraduate degree in Portuguese and Spanish and most recently earned a master's degree in leisure services, youth and human services administration. She has earned a certificate in global health and nonprofit management.

Part of her plan for the new center will be to find nurses and dentists willing to make weekly clinic visits. She will also arrange for the services to be taken outside the center and into the areas hardest hit by poverty.

"To make it truly accessible, we will sometimes have to take it to them," she said.

She also hopes to educate the young women about their bodies. Hall said during her previous trips she worked with 9-year-old girls who were being prostituted and two 11-year-old mothers.

"For most of them it is simply a lack of education so that cycle continues and continues," she said.

Donors will receive a picture thank you note outlining how their money is helping the women and children of Brazil. Hall also hopes to create a Web site for everyone to monitor the center's success.

"I want people to know where their money is going," she said.

Anyone who would like to give to the project but cannot attend the fundraiser can deposit their donations in the Over the Rainbow account at Veridian Credit Union. Hall would also like all donors to drop her a note at 4305 Veralta Drive, Cedar Falls, so she can include them on the list for updates.

Contact Emily Christensen at (319) 291-1520 or emily.christensen@wcfcourier.com.
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