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Jenny Hal has dedicated her life to helping others. 
At the end of every storm, there is a rainbow. 
Even since she could remember, Jenny Hall has been adding rays of hope to the lives of people in need. 
From her fist volunteer project as member of the buddy team for Special Olympics as a third-grader at Orchard Hill Elementary to serving food and sorting cans for the Salvation Army in her junior high years to working on an Indian reservation in Oklahoma through Orchard Hill Reformed Church in her junior year, the 28-year-old Cedar Falls woman fulfilled her inner drive to help where there was a need. 
Five years ago, she got a chance to take her domestic volunteering internationally. 
In 2001, with a degree in Portuguese and Spanish from UNI under her belt, she headed to Brazil with Operation Crossroads Africa, a mini Peace Corps of sorts as a community development volunteer.
A two-year employment with Opportunity Works, the non-profit organization that serves Northeast Iowa, gave her the skills to launch her own organization, called Over the Rainbow. The name sums up the ambitious goal of the fledgling non-profit – to make health services and educational opportunities accessible and effective to impoverished women and children around the world. 
Back in town for a short break from Brazil, where she has been working on and off for the past year, the UNI graduate has a mission in mind – to tap into local resources for a health and education center in Pedro Furado, one of the most polluted beach areas in Salvador. 
Jenny has already put in place the infrastructure and plans to empower Brazilian organizations and individuals to take over in two years. To get to that point, she needs about $5,000 to sustain her efforts. 
Working in impoverished areas in Brazil has been a revelation for Jenny, whose compassion for the poor has translated into an urgency to act. 
“When I work with people in such dire conditions, I identify with them,” she says. “My primary concern is understanding the depth of their situation while preserving their dignity.” 
The more she gained her subjects’ trust, the more torn Jenny felt between her duty to document their poverty and alleviate it. 
It took her a year to feel comfortable taking pictures inside the home of a 10-member family that lives down the street from her in Brotas, the largest suburb in Salvador, in a shack made from random pieces of cardboard and wood propped by magic. 
Last Christmas, with money raised from Cedar Valley residents, she bought a new water tank that six houses share, a major improvement from the street water the families had been drinking, which brimmed with oil from car parts, plants and bugs. 
“One of the most important things I have learned in my five years of international work with poverty is that you have to be very careful about who, where and what you give,” she says. “I want to make sure that local charity’s gifts reach the proper recipients and are not misused. 
Returning home from overseas missions has always been a shock to Jenny, but when she got home on Nov. 8, she found it hard to sleep in her double bed with six pillows, thinking about the other side of the rainbow – pillowless beds that shelter whole families. 
To learn more about Over the Rainbow, contact Jenny at overtherainbow@yahoo.com or send gifts to Over the Rainbow, 4305 Veralta Drive, Cedar Falls, 50613. 
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