OVER THE RAINBOW

Health & Education Services 

Quarterly Newsletter

         

                        Volume II, Issue I: September 2007

Welcome to Volume II of our quarterly E-Newsletter! We are excited to start our next volume and continue sharing our updates and highlights with you.  If you missed an issue from Volume I they can be downloaded at www.over-therainbow.org/otr_news.html
UPDATES

Donations Are Now Tax Deductible!!

As of June 26, 2007, Over the Rainbow has officially become a 501 (C)(3) nonprofit tax-exempt organization. This means your donations are now tax deductible! In addition, any donation(s) that you have made since March 29, 2006 are also tax deductible! 

New & Improved Website

Check out our new website at www.over-therainbow.org Updated with more pages, more information and new photos of our center in Brotas. A special thank you goes to Amir Aziminia, director of Skeeo Creative (www.skeeocreative.com), for contributing his time and expertise on this project. 

Over the Rainbow Joins GoodSearch

GoodSearch is a search engine that donates half their revenue to charities.  Using GoodSearch means that every time you search with Yahoo, we earn approximately 1 cent and you never even spend a dime! So go to www.goodsearch.com enter our charity and begin searching! If 500 people search 4 times a day we earn over $7000 in a year.

Over the Rainbow Welcomes Intern

Taylor Schaa has joined us for a 10-month internship as our Program Associate.  She is currently a UNI student getting her bachelor’s degree in public relations with certificates in Global Health and Nonprofit Management.  
HIGHLIGHTS

Women’s Art Program Begins: Fifteen women, including mothers of our current participants, are joining us twice a week for discussion and art. They are working on various projects including items made using recycled materials and sewing. Their discussions range from health topics to their children’s improvements.  We extend our gratitude to Marta Carreiro, our local director in Salvador, for her continued dedication to the Center and its programs.

Center in Brotas Receives Praise:  Teachers and parents are praising the children’s improvements and attitudes about school! Participants are now reading and writing better, turning in completed assignments and enjoying school! Volunteers have also been extremely pleased noting the hospitality, the dedication of the participants and the high amount of resources available for their use!  

Bahia Photography Project: A group of UCLA students, lead by graduate student Cassandra Tesch, delivered an unforgettable photography project in Brotas. Girls, ages 8-14, participated. Each received cameras, learned about photo imagery and took several 'Photographic Safaris' around town including the zoo, Salvador’s historical center and the city park.  See our photo gallery for images from this initiative or check out Cassandra’s website at www.myspace.com/bahiaphotoproject
OPPORTUNITIES

Volunteer positions are available for Volunteer Translators.  We are looking for committed individuals who want to join us on an on-going basis.  The position requires strong writing and grammatical skills in either Portuguese or Spanish.  Volunteers will be responsible for translation of our website and other organizational documents. The position has extremely flexible hours and you can work right from your home.  For more information, please email volunteer@over-therainbow.org
WHAT’S NEXT

· Website Expanding to be an Online Resource Center for volunteers and organizations working with vulnerable populations. A wide variety of resources will be able with lots of great links! To contribute email research@over-therainbow.org
· Jewelry Making Workshop scheduled for Winter Break. Women and older children will learn the craft of wire-wrap jewelry and other creations that can be sold for profit.  Managing money will be one of the themes of discussion.

· Save the Date! On Friday April 18th we will be hosting an International Fair at the Cedar Falls AMVETS to celebrate the world here in Cedar Falls.  If you want to participate in this event, please email taylor@over-therainbow.org
BE A RAINBOW!

It’s fun, easy and rewarding! To be a rainbow all we need is your support.  You can:

· Spread the Word! Share our organization with the people you know! 

· Search Yahoo with GoodSearch!
· Shop with GoodShop!
· Make a Donation: We accept any amount and now you get to choose how you’re gift is used! Choose from a variety of options including health services, dental care, digital cameras, laptops, Center upgrades and more! Check out our wish list at http://www.over-therainbow.org/make_a_difference.html
· Online donations can be made directly through our website or at www.paypal.com/ where you can send your gift to over.therainbow@yahoo.com  
· Send mailed gifts to

                   "Over the Rainbow" 

                    4305 Veralta Drive

                         Cedar Falls, IA  50613

Send questions or comments to Jenny Hall, Project Founder and Director, at

jenny@over-therainbow.org or through the website at www.over-therainbow.org
THANK YOU!
A heartfelt gratitude goes to all our supporters who have made this organization a reality.  They've helped bring hope and happiness to hundreds of disadvantaged women, children and families in Salvador, Brazil and will continue to spread hope to others around the world.  

www.over-therainbow.org   

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter please send us an email with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.

