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Happy Holidays from Over the Rainbow!!
We would like to wish you a very happy holiday this Christmas season.  In addition, we would like to extend our gratitude for your support as we continue to grow and help more impoverished women and children around the world.  This year has brought many great accomplishments of which we will share with an annual report early next year.  

UPDATES

‘Sorrisos Saudaveis’ (Healthy Smiles) Oral Health Promotion Program Created

We are proud to share our first official health promotion program that will be implemented already this month.  The hundred-page program includes a 50-page resource guide for work in the field.  The program will be implemented in two Phases. Phase I will consist of oral health promotion activities and distributing oral-self care produces in three unique locations: our community-based center, an orphanage and a favela (shantytown). Phase II will be implemented in July 2008 with a promotion and outreach mission trip.  A special thank you goes to the following dentists for their donations of toothbrushes, toothpaste and floss that will enable us to implement this program: Dr. Claude Sidi of California, and Dr. Kenneth Budke, Dr. Joseph Thoman, Dr. Mark Schreiner, Dr. Richard Nemmers, Dr. Teryl Edwards, Dr. Reed Brenden, and the ABLM Dental Office, all of the Cedar Valley in Iowa.

Over the Rainbow partners with the Women’s Edge Coalition in Washington DC.  

We are happy to announce our first organizational partnership with the Women’s Edge Coalition! We are currently linked from their organization page and will soon add them to our website on a new ‘Partners’ page.  The Women’s Edge Coalition advocates for international economic policies and human rights that support women worldwide in their actions to end poverty in their lives, communities and nations. To learn more about the Women’s Edge and see their other great partners visit: http://www.womensedge.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=22&Itemid=27 

Mentoring Program Begins for Woman in Kenya

Volunteers are assisting an impoverished Kenyan woman and mother of three become self-sustainable.  Volunteer’s responsibilities are to provide support, discuss ideas and share information in order to design a business plan.  Current interests include photography, basket weaving and selling Kenyan artifacts.  Her dream is to make enough to pay for her children’s school fees so they can grow up as educated and self-sufficient adults. 

Board Members in Brazil for the Holidays!

· Francesca Zogaib, President of Little Brazil Capoeira Academy in Cedar Falls, IA, will be doing a needs assessment for a possible future program in a favela (shantytown) in Campinas, Brazil.  She is also leading a group of Caporeiristas who will stop in Salvador for a couple days and help in providing the ‘Sorrisos Saudaveis’ Program in the favela of Santa Luzia.

· Kazutaka Ohno, Business Consultant in Sao Paulo, Brazil, will be visiting a school in Salvador where he has been supporting 3 children from Santa Luzia.  In addition, he will help with a needs assessment in Santa Luzia, an evaluation at our community-based center and also lead activities and participate in the ‘Sorrisos Saudaveis’ Program at the orphanage of Vovo Flor.  

· Jenny Hall, Founder & Director of Over the Rainbow, will visit Salvador and deliver 2 sewing machines (Thanks to the Mission Committee at Cedar Heights Presbyterian Church) and 2 laptops (Thanks to Koichi Sugiyama of California who donated 4 laptops).  She will also be implementing a variety of programs including a jewelry-making workshop, a computer skills workshop, adding an outside sink area to the center, having a holiday Christmas party for current participants and implementing the ‘Sorrisos Saudaveis’ Program for approximately 200 women and children at the center, the orphanage of Vovo Flor and the favela of Santa Luzia. Finally she will assist in an evaluation of the center and its programs as well as a needs assessment in Santa Luzia.  

WHAT’S NEXT

· Website to be available in Portuguese: UNI Portuguese students will translate our website and design new pages about Brazil.  

· World Fair: Friday, April 18th Over the Rainbow will host a world fair at the Cedar Falls AMVETS Post 49 from 4:00-9:00.  The fair will include a wide variety of international entertainment, a children’s carnival, a market with artifacts from around the world, international food and lots more!! For more information on how you can get involved, email us at info@over-therainbow.org
· Oral Health Promotion and Outreach Mission in Salvador, Brazil planned for July 12-26, 2008.  Outreach will take place in three unique locations: our community-based center, an orphanage and a favela.  Applications will be available February 1st.  In the meantime, for more information, contact volunteer@over-therainbow.org
BE A RAINBOW!

It’s fun, easy and rewarding! To be a rainbow all we need is your support.  You can:

· Spread the Word! Share our organization and our efforts with your friends and family! 

· Search in the Internet with GoodSearch!  Visit www.goodsearch.com, enter ‘Over the Rainbow Health & Education Services’ and we earn a penny for each search!!

· Shop with GoodShop! Purchase your Christmas presents through GoodShop at www.goodshop.com and a portion of the sales goes to Over the Rainbow to further our efforts in helping the less fortunate. 

· Make a Donation: We appreciate and accept any amount! Choose from a variety of options including health services, dental care, digital cameras, laptops, center upgrades and more! Check out our wish list at http://www.over-therainbow.org/make_a_difference.html
· Online donations can be made directly through our website or at www.paypal.com/ where you can send your gift to over.therainbow@yahoo.com  
· Send mailed gifts to

                   "Over the Rainbow" 

                    4305 Veralta Drive

                         Cedar Falls, IA  50613

Send questions or comments to Jenny Hall, Project Founder and Director, at

jenny@over-therainbow.org or through the website at www.over-therainbow.org
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter please send us an email at newsletters@over-therainbow.org with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.

www.over-therainbow.org
