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Happy Spring from Over the Rainbow!

We would like to wish you a wonderful Spring as we move forward in 2008.  We are excited about our accomplishments thus far and have lots of upcoming events, highlights, updates and opportunities to share with you.  For your continued support, we thank you and encourage you to share our newsletter and organization with your friends and family as we continue to grow in the US and abroad. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Friday, April 18th World Fair Fundraiser – Cedar Falls, IA: Come celebrate the world with us at the Cedar Falls AMVETS Post 49 from 4:00-8:00pm as we raise awareness and support for Over the Rainbow. Highlights of the event include a variety of family activities including international entertainment, a children’s carnival, a market with artifacts from around the world, international food tastings and lots more!! For more information email Taylor Schaa, Project Intern at tschaa@uni.edu
May 3-4th IDA Annual Session – Des Moines, IA: We are excited to share our oral health promotion program through an interactive table display exhibit with oral health professionals at the Iowa Dental Association’s Annual Session. Our goals are to build awareness on the importance of promoting oral health to impoverished populations and gain interest and support by health professionals for future mission trips.  We will be accepting oral health supply donations that we can use in our programs in the US and abroad.
June-September Internships - Salvador, Brazil: Interns Shantyl Bach & Nathan Rohles will join us for 2 and 3 month internships in Salvador, Brazil.  Shantyl is a current graduate student in Public Policy at UNI and will assist in policy development and Nathan is a recent graduate in Health Promotion from the University of Iowa. Both will assist in expanding our programs, more specifically our health promotion and women’s programs.  

October 3-4th Iowa Mission of Mercy – Waterloo, IA: We are excited to provide oral health promotion activities for up to 1000 impoverished populations at the 1st Iowa Mission of Mercy Event at the Five Sullivan Brothers.  The event will bring oral health professionals together to provide free dental care.  Email volunteer@over-therainbow.org to get involved and assist in improving the lives of the less fortunate.

HIGHLIGHTS

Reaching out to Roma in Romania

Over the Rainbow is starting a new initiative to help Roma populations in Romania. The Roma, more commonly known as the Gypsies, are the highest minority and most impoverished population in Romania and Eastern and Central Europe.  In May, Over the Rainbow will be helping the community of Pata Rat with much needed vitamins, medicines and hygiene items. To donate any of these items or assist in acquiring them, please contact jenny@over-therainbow.org  Also in May, Executive Director Jenny Hall, will be meeting with NGOs to strategically plan how to further assist this community that makes their living off scavenging the nearby landfill.  Pictures on our website coming soon!

Kenyan Children Unable to Attend School Receive Home-School Care Package

Two young Kenyan boys will soon receive a home-school care package that includes school supplies, books, worksheets, art activities, math and science activities and a book of assignments. Some of their assignments and projects will later be scanned so we can see their progress. Their first assignment is to write Over the Rainbow a letter telling about their lives and sharing their dreams. A special thank you to the Cedar Falls Book Nook and Friends of the Cedar Falls Public Library for their book donation and continued support!  

Health Promotion Programs Expanding 

Our oral health promotion program has been highly successful and has already reached almost 200 women and children in Salvador, Brazil.  The program provides us with framework for new health topics that will be implemented this summer.  Programs to be developed and implemented include HIV/AIDS Prevention; STDS & Pregnancy Prevention; Hygiene & Sanitation; Drugs/Alcohol/Smoking; and Nutrition.  Educational activities are provided through outreach in a variety of locations including orphanages, shantytowns, youth programs, poor neighborhoods and other nonprofit organizations.
PROGRAM & ACTIVITY UPDATES – SALVADOR, BRAZIL

Education Updates

· Community center in Salvador

· Monday-Wednesday-Friday mornings:  Early childhood education programs

· Monday through Friday afternoons: Tutoring, literacy, math, art programs and just a safe and comfortable place to study and learn.

· Tuesday and Thursday afternoons: English classes and activities with two American volunteers.

· Educational outreach and support

· Educational activities and health education provided for children in a variety of locations including orphanages, favelas, community youth programs, neighborhoods, and our community-based center.
Health Updates
· Health Services and Support

· Participant Wanderson received glasses: He was practically blind in one eye and going blind in the second.  His blindness was previously discovered by OTR who then supported him to get the appointments and resources he needed. His interest in school and art has dramatically increased due to his ability to see.

· Multi-vitamins provided for 14 children and pre-natal vitamins provided for one woman to prevent vitamin deficiency and poverty related diseases.

· Health Promotion and Outreach

· Oral Health Promotion Program has reached almost 200 women and children in favelas, orphanages, our community center and other local programs in Salvador. More info at www.over-therainbow.org/oralhealthpromotion.html
Special Program Updates

· Photography: Identified as a favorite among participants at our center.  The program will soon expand to include digital cameras, laptops and computer programs.

· Sewing, Jewelry-making and Wire Wrapping:: Identified as an interest and favorite by both women and children participants. A fourth sewing machine will be taken down in June and the program will be carried on regularly.

· Handi-Crafts: Program to be implemented this summer for women and older children. The program will be combined with sewing and jewelry-making and will conclude with a sale in which participants will learn money management skills.

· Computer Skills: Currently have 2 laptops with 2 more being delivered in June.  Computer and typing classes will expand this summer. 

· Field Trips: Participants will go on more field trips this summer.  Previous field trips have included the dentist, the beach, the mall, the movies, a restaurant, the zoo and the city park.

· Health Promotion: Older participants will learn how to put on skits and teach other children in about identified health topic, chosen with the participants.  They will then have the opportunity to perform their skit and health promotion activities for other vulnerable children in Salvador.

INTERNSHIP & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

· Graphic Designer:  Volunteer or Intern to help in creating a logo, marketing materials and/or website development.

· Program Assistant: Internship for 2008-2009 available for UNI student or recent graduate student.  Responsibilities include assisting with general administrative activities and planning our next year’s World Fair.  

· Accountant & Financial Advisor: Long-term volunteer to assist in the organizing and management of our finances. Candidate must have experience/education in accounting or finances.

· Opportunities in Salvador, Brazil: Long and short-term opportunities available. Contact us for more information!

· All positions have flexible hours!! For more information email us at volunteer@over-therainbow.org
BE A RAINBOW!

It’s fun, easy and rewarding! To be a rainbow all we need is your support.  You can:

· Spread the Word! Share our organization and our efforts with your friends and family! 

· Search the Internet with GoodSearch!  Visit www.goodsearch.com, enter ‘Over the Rainbow Health & Education Services’ and we earn a penny for each search!!

· Shop with GoodShop! Purchase your Christmas presents through GoodShop at www.goodshop.com and a portion of the sales goes to Over the Rainbow to further our efforts in helping the less fortunate. 

· Volunteer: Check out www.over-therainbow.org/otr_opportunities.html for our current opportunities or contact us to see how you can get involved.

· Be a Corporate Sponsor! Partner with us on a specific project that meets your interests!
· Make a Donation: We appreciate and accept any amount! Choose from a variety of options including health services, dental care, digital cameras, laptops and more! Check out our wish list at http://www.over-therainbow.org/make_a_difference.html
· Online donations can be made directly through our website or at www.paypal.com/ where you can send your gift to over.therainbow@yahoo.com  
· Send mailed gifts to

                   "Over the Rainbow" 

                    4305 Veralta Drive

                         Cedar Falls, IA  50613

Send questions or comments to Jenny Hall, Project Founder and Director, at

jenny@over-therainbow.org or through the website at www.over-therainbow.org
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter please send us an email at newsletters@over-therainbow.org with ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject line.

www.over-therainbow.org
Over the Rainbow Health & Education Services is a 501(c)(3)nonprofit organization committed to making health services and educational opportunities accessible and effective for impoverished women and children around the world.
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