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WELCOME to the first Over the Rainbow Quarterly E-Newsletter!  Now you can stay updated on how the lives of vulnerable populations are being impacted around the world.  

Mission

The mission of Over the Rainbow is to make health services and educational opportunities accessible and effective to impoverished women and children around the world. 

Strategy

Over the Rainbow works with donations, volunteers and organizations to make positive and life changing impacts.  By sharing information and resources OTR empowers others to create change! 

First Projects: Salvador, Brazil

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

· Women's Empowerment Program: Local women become leaders in their communities

by gaining resources and information.  Over the Rainbow trains them on basic first aid, general family medicine, and healthy practices so they can care for the women and children in their communities.  First aid kits, medicine kits, and health supplies are provided upon completion of the training.

· Prescription Program: Referred by the local women leaders, volunteers fill and deliver prescriptions for women and children in need.  The first two were filled for a child of 6 and a baby of 7 months.  Mothers were grateful to have the ability to help their children.  
· Math, Literacy & Art Program: Favela de Santa Luzia
· Volunteers provide guidance, educational materials, supplies, assistance, and nutritional snacks to extremely impoverished children living in the Favela de Santa Luzia.  The program runs 3 days a week: Tuesdays-Math; Thursdays-Literacy; and Saturdays-Art & Special Events.

· Nova Casa (New House): Houses are built and renovated for families in need.   Local women leaders or OTR volunteers refer them.
· Casa de Tico: A family of 5 was left homeless after a powerful storm.  Over the Rainbow is providing materials, coordination and management of the building their new home.  The home will be finished in the next few weeks.

· Casa de Neese: A large family has been left to rent a small apartment for the last 3 years because their home became unfit to live.  The loving mother provides for her extended family as well as her mothers' medications, so fixing her home has been next to impossible.  OTR, with the assistance of over a 200% match from a Brazilian woman, have made their dream come true.  Materials have been purchased and volunteers coordinate and manage the construction.

· Viva a Vida (Live Life) OTR volunteers provide weekly educational, leisure and recreational activities at this drug rehabilitation center for boys.  

· About the boys at Viva a Vida!

· Recently a 10 year-old street boy joined the center.  He has been glue sniffing since he was 5 and using crack since he was 8.  Because of all his substance abuse he is thin and his growth stunted. He looks as if he is 6 years old.  
· "I was abandoned and I went to live with a family that wasn't my family. I was maltreated so I went to live on the streets. On the streets I got to know drugs. I started with cigarettes and then I went on to use other stronger drugs: marihuana, crack and others. A good lady liked me and brought me to the treatment center and today I am recovering, studying and doing courses," (Cleber, 13).
· "My past was difficult for my family. When I was nine years old I was forced to smoke by a drug trafficker. I got to know cocaine, crack and glue.  I started to steal to maintain my addiction. I heard about the treatment center and I wanted to get better. I want to recover to make my family happy. I want to study, work and have my own family," (Marlon, 13).
· Guia de Actividades (Activity Guide): OTR compiled a resource guide of innovative activities for teaching important health, leisure and everyday life skills. The guide was shared with Viva a Vida and in the future will be translated into Portuguese to share with additional organizations.

· Ultimate Care Packages: Basic Food, Cleaning Supplies, Personal Care Products, Medicine Kits, First Aid Kits, and School Supplies are delivered to families in need.  Local women leaders or OTR volunteers refer families.

· Rua Padre Eloy: Health, English, Songs, Games, Crafts and Snacks were provided weekly for 17 impoverished children in Brotas, Salvador.  

OVER THE RAINBOW PHOTO ALBUM

If you received this newsletter you should also receive the OTR photo album directly to your email.  Photo's titles match the underlined references in the newsletter.  If you did not receive the album, please email over.therainbow@yahoo.com with the subject Photo Album.

WHAT'S NEXT?

· 2 more houses to be made livable for two families consisting of 10 children under the age of 13 and 4 women. Check out the photo album for pictures!
· Volunteers will start new projects and take part in special events particularly in the area of health education for children and mothers!
· OTR will continue building relationships with individuals, organizations, doctors and government agencies in order to provide optimal services and reach more vulnerable populations.

· Next Newsletter & Photo Album will come out in December!!

· Next Year: Projects hope to get started in Southern China

Over the Rainbow NEEDS your support!  No matter how big or small, your support makes a difference. Here's how you can help!

· Spread the Word!

· Share this newsletter and/or the Over the Rainbow Photo Album with your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and churches!
· Make a Gift!

· OTR accepts any amount!! Even a dollar makes a difference!  And 100% of your contribution goes to helping vulnerable populations.   

· Send your gift to "Over the Rainbow" at 

4305 Veralta Drive

Cedar Falls, IA  50613

· Online contributions can be made at http://www.paypal.com/ where you can send your gift to over.therainbow@yahoo.com

Send questions or comments to Jenny Hall, Project Founder and Director, at over.therainbow@yahoo.com
SPECIAL NOTE

***A heartfelt gratitude goes to all our special friends who helped make this program a reality.  We couldn't have done it without you! Thank you!!!! 

The following helped bring hope and happiness to hundreds of disadvantaged women, children and families in Salvador, Brazil.

AMVETS Post #49, *AMVETS Post #49 Ladies Auxiliary, *Mim Baker, *Pam Bergman, *Claire Breiham, *Dr. Kenneth Budke, Kat Bugby, Brenda Buzynski, *Tim Caswell, Mayor Jon Crews, *Ryan Crews, Ron Coffman, Dave & Connie Caughron, Senator Jeff Danielson, *Angela Dean, *David & Carole Deeds, *Marvin Diemer, *Nicole Eastman-Warburton, *Red Elliot, Jan Ferson, Zach Friedman, *Orky Geadelmann, *Pat Geadelmann, Paula Gilroy, *Ty & Angela Graham, *Holly Haisty, *Donna Hall, *Bud & Sue Hansen, *Hansen Elementary School, Diana Havenstrite, Derrick Henry, Dr, Larry Hensley, Adam & Dorsey Herman, *Jessy & Jared Hueneke, *Steve & Sandie Hunemuller, Linda Klinger, *Gary Klodt, Jason Lau, Randy & Sharon Magee, *The Main Street Social Club, Nicole McDermott, *Jane Mertesdorf, Linda K. Miller, Pat & Jo Mitchell, Charles & Stephany Mushonga, *Dr. Richard Nemmers, Clint Nielson (Gateway), The North Shore Boat Club, Ann & Carl Pierce, Shirley Primiano, Michaela Rich, *Jeff & Steph Robertson, *Bob & Shirley Roof, Millie & Don Runyan, Taylor Schaa, *O.R. Schmidt, , Kristen Schuktnecht, John & Angie Shephard, Mark Showalt (The Landmark), Bob & Lisa Sloan, *Monica & Lance Sneed, Larry & Sandra Sneed, Garf Stych, Michelle & Donald Temeyer, Robert & Cynthia Tillman, Leo & Julie Unrein, *Stacy Van Gorp, *World Chiropractic Wellness Center, Katie Wycoff, *Larry & Orean Yahnke,  and *Cathy Young.

* Received continued support (2 or more contributions) or contribution of $100 or more.

