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UPDATE

Over the Rainbow is now on the web!  

Stay updated with our new website at www.over-therainbow.org
Mission: The mission of Over the Rainbow is to make health services and educational opportunities accessible and effective to impoverished women and children around the world. 

Strategy

Over the Rainbow works with donations, volunteers and organizations to make positive and life changing impacts.  By sharing information and resources OTR empowers others to create change!

BRAZIL PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

· 4 Generation, 30 Member Family Adopted for Christmas: Members of Cedar Heights Presbyterian Church came together to give a family of 30 (27 women and children), the Christmas they deserve.   Family members received new clothes, undergarments, sandals, food, personal & household items, toys and even turkeys and cake for Christmas Dinner.  
· OTR Co-Sponsors Cystic Fibrosis Awareness Event: Lack of education, resources and poor parenting skills leads Brazilian children with Cystic Fibrosis to early death.  A March was held in Salvador, Bahia to raise awareness and share information on what community members can do to help save lives.  Five volunteers from OTR helped during this all-day event.  In addition, instruments and costumes were provided for children marchers and lunch and water was offered to all participants.  For more information on cystic fibrosis check out the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation's website at www.cff.org
· Summer School Begins: In Brotas, Salvador, impoverished children (ages 3-13) participate in activities every Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 9:30-12:00. A small lunch ends the day's program that includes: English, Health, Art, Moral & Character Development, Math, Literacy & Physical Education Activities.  The first day, Sarisa, a volunteer from Montana, joined us.  Children will enjoy working with other foreign volunteers throughout the summer as well as a visit to the Dentist and a trip to the Beach!  

RESEARCH

OTR to help young girl to find out if she has 'Pig's Worm or Neurocysticercosis (NCC).  NCC is an infection in the brain that is caused by the pork tapeworm.  This type of tapeworm is found all over the world and occurs in places with poor hygiene practices and where pigs are allowed to roam freely and eat human feces.  Common symptoms of the disease include; seizures, headaches, confusion, lack of attention to people and surroundings, difficulty with balance and swelling of the brain.  For more information email research@over-therainbow.org Special thank you to the UNI Global Health Corps for contributing the information on NCC. 
WHAT'S NEXT

· Useful Guides for Volunteers are being developed by board members and volunteers and will be made available through our website.  Child Development, Educational Patterns, Lesson Planning & Traveling Tips to Brazil are among the first guides.  Contact volunteer@over-therainbow.org to find out how you can contribute.

· 1st Health & Education Center: Over the Rainbow is looking for a site for our 1st Health & Education Center.  The Center will provide a safe and secure learning environment, house the administrative office, and better accommodate its volunteers.

· Over the Rainbow to become 501(c)(3) Nonprofit Organization.  Special thank you to Mandy Fuller and the Mudd Group of Cedar Falls for contributing the funding needed to make this transition.  Upon completion, Over the Rainbow will have the benefits of:

· Being Exempt from Federal Income Tax

· Tax Deductibility for Donors

· Eligibility for Government & Foundation Grants

· Eligibility for Bulk Mailing Permits

· Credibility

HOW YOU CAN HELP!  Your support makes a difference, and especially now during our transition period. Here's what you can do!

· Spread the Word! Share this newsletter and our new website with your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and churches!
· Volunteer: 
· Help us Fundraise!  It's easy and will help women and children around the world. Templates and ideas are provided.  
· OTR is looking for related research and volunteers to make guides to help those working with impoverished populations around the world.  We especially need information in the area of health education.  
· Opportunities in Salvador, Brazil are currently available for our Summer School Program until March 2007.  Students and travelers in Salvador are invited to share their talents, hobbies and special skills with vulnerable children while gaining a first hand experience of poverty in Northeastern Brazil.  
· Email volunteer@over-therainbow.org for more information.
· Make a Gift: OTR accepts any amount!! Even a dollar makes a difference!  And 100% of your contribution goes to helping vulnerable populations.   

· Send contributions to "Over the Rainbow" at 

       
        4305 Veralta Drive

                   Cedar Falls, IA  50613

· Online donations can be made at http://www.paypal.com/ where you can send your gift to over.therainbow@yahoo.com

Send questions or comments to Jenny Hall, Project Founder and Director, at

jenny@over-therainbow.org or through the website at www.over-therainbow.org
THANK YOU!

A heartfelt gratitude goes to all our special friends who helped make this organization a reality.  We couldn't have done it without you! You helped bring hope and happiness to hundreds of disadvantaged women, children and families in Salvador, Brazil and will continue to spread hope to others around the world.  Thank you!!!!!

