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Mission: The mission of Over the Rainbow is to make health services and educational opportunities accessible and effective to impoverished women and children around the world. 

Strategy

Over the Rainbow works with donations, volunteers and organizations to make positive and life changing impacts.  By sharing information and resources OTR empowers others to create change!

REMINDER

We're on the web!  Check out our photo page for lots of great pictures and actually see our activities and the people we are helping! Great Links and resources coming soon! 

www.over-therainbow.org
UPDATES

Health & Education Center Opens in Salvador, Brazil

Located in the heart of Brotas, Salvador's largest Barrio, the Center provides a safe learning environment for women and children.  Equipped with books, games, art supplies and more, participants have a place to gather and have access to the educational opportunities they need.  The center also serves as a library and comfortable place to receive health services and education.  See our website for pictures!

Center Offers Free Tutoring to Disadvantaged Children

3 days a week, twice a day volunteers help children with their studies and provide the extra assistance they need. 2 previously illiterate children, ages 8-9, have already learned to read as a result!  Participants can also use resources and materials to do their school projects, allowing them to succeed in school.

Summer School Program a Success!

Children participated in English, Art, Health & Recreation activities three days a week before receiving a nutritious lunch.  They also learned valuable lessons in violence prevention and character development. The summer included fun cultural activities on Valentines Day & Brazilian Carnival and ended with a celebration at the beach where 25 women and children had fun in the sun and learned the importance of protecting their skin.  Next year we are looking into taking a group of volunteers and/or university students to deliver a special English and Health Care Camp! Email volunteer@over-therainbow.org for more information.

Volunteers Assist Children in Getting Health-Care
Volunteers accompanied 13 children to the dentist and one young boy to the Eye Doctor. Health Workers provided free consultations and have agreed to reduce costs as much as they can.

· Wanderson, age 6, is blind in one eye and needs a special exam and glasses.  There is still time to recover his sight and save his other eye.  

· 10 children need follow up work soon.  An eight year old has four teeth where she should only have 2 and others have mouths filled with cavities.  Oral Health is strongly promoted at our Center through activities and participants brush their teeth daily. 

· We are currently seeking donations to pay for uncovered costs.  Please see below for details on how to help these children receive these services.

RESEARCH

75% of the world's blindness is preventable or curable and 90% of the visual impaired live in developing countries. Lack of Vitamin A is the major cause of childhood blindness and leads to 350,000 blind children each year.  www.sabatiaeyehospital.org/blindness.html  

For more information on signs and symptoms of Vitamin A deficiency and other vitamin and mineral deficiencies, visit 'Nourish the Children: Health Facts' at http://www.nuskin.com/ns/au/images/pdf/ntc_health_facts.pdf
What's Next

· Health Workers Agree to Visit Center:  An Eye Doctor will offer free eye exams and eye-care education and a Dermatologist will be visiting mothers to talk about caring for their children's skin problems. 

· Women's Arts & Crafts Program to Begin:  Participants will learn job skills and money management by making and selling arts and crafts.   We are currently looking into buying sewing machines as we found a free unlimited supply of fabric pieces.  Finished products will be sold at a market and volunteers will teach about managing their profits.

· Over the Rainbow to Become Tax-Exempt Organization: We will send you a special update to let you know when the process is complete. Upon completion, your donations will be tax deductible and we will be eligible for government and foundation grants.

HOW YOU CAN HELP!

Your support makes a difference, and especially now during our transition period. Here's what you can do!

· Spread the Word! Share this newsletter and our new website with your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and churches!
· Volunteer: 
· Help us Fundraise!  It's easy and will help women and children around the world. Templates and ideas are provided.  
· Opportunities in Salvador, Brazil are now available at our Health & Education Center.  Students, travelers and health workers are invited to share their talents, hobbies and special skills with vulnerable children and/or women while gaining a first hand experience of poverty in Northeastern Brazil.  
· Email volunteer@over-therainbow.org for more information.
· Make a Gift: OTR accepts any amount!! Even a dollar makes a difference and 100% of your contribution goes directly to helping vulnerable populations.   

· Send contributions to "Over the Rainbow" at 

       
        4305 Veralta Drive

                   Cedar Falls, IA  50613

· Online donations can be made at http://www.paypal.com/ where you can send your gift to over.therainbow@yahoo.com

Send questions or comments to Jenny Hall, Project Founder and Director, at

jenny@over-therainbow.org or through the website at www.over-therainbow.org
THANK YOU!
A heartfelt gratitude goes to all our special friends who help make this organization a reality.  They've helped bring hope and happiness to hundreds of disadvantaged women, children and families in Salvador, Brazil and will continue to spread hope to others around the world.  

www.over-therainbow.org   

Spreading hope to women and children around the world!

