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Mission: The mission of Over the Rainbow is to make health services and educational opportunities accessible and effective to impoverished women and children around the world. 

Goals:

· Educate and empower impoverished women and children to be positive, healthy and productive citizens in their community.

· Expand resources and support for volunteers and organizations working with impoverished populations.
· Improve and expand community engagement in areas Over the Rainbow serves.
HIGHLIGHTS

Volunteers to Offer Special Photography Project 

A group of UCLA students, lead by Graduate Student & Portuguese Instructor Cassandra Tesch, will provide a photography project at our Salvador Center this summer.  They will teach participants how to take a variety of pictures by playing with colors, shapes and images. This unique project will both empower and inspire participants as they participate in an array of activities over the month program.  Cassandra was inspired by a photography project done in Mozambique called "The World Through My Eyes" (www.theworldthroughmyeyes.org) She plans to compile the photos into a finished product that can later be sold for the children’s benefit.  For $5.00 you can support this project and help develop rolls of film.  To donate to this initiative, please specify when sending your contribution.

UPDATES

Center Continues Free Tutoring to Disadvantaged Children

Now offering 8 sessions, 5 days a week, Volunteers help children with their studies and provide the extra assistance they need. In Brazil, school only meets for half of the day, so during the other half they can come to the Center.  Children have access to resources and materials for their assignments, allowing them to succeed in school.  Games, arts/crafts and additional educational activities are also provided.

Upgrading Website: The current website will soon be dramatically updated with more pages and resources.  The goal is to make a user friendly, professional and attractive website where volunteers and organizations can find extensive resources for working with impoverished populations around the world.  Special thank you to Amir H. Aziminia of California for his hard work and dedication on this initiative.  The new site will be live coming this fall.

Arts/Crafts Program Begins

Children have started learning the craft of newspaper products.  Rolling recycled newspapers and connecting them produce a variety of crafts including picture frames, purses, baskets and more.  Thank you to the Mission Committee at Cedar Heights Presbyterian Church of Cedar Falls, IA for their support with this program and funding the center’s first sewing machine that will be delivered in July.  Women and older children will learn how to make a variety of clothes and crafts.  Items from these programs will be later sold at a local market.  Participants will learn money management skills and a savings program is in the planning stages.
MEET & WELCOME OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

· Becky Carter: Elementary Teacher, Math & Reading Endorsements, Experience with   
          English Language Learners and Children with Special Needs, Traer, Iowa

· Jena Courts: Registered Nurse, Sartori Hospital, Cedar Falls, IA.

· Angie Dean: Elementary Teacher with Reading and Early Childhood Education

          Endorsements in Cedar Falls/Waterloo, IA.

· Abby Gulick: Naturalist, Hartman Reserve, Cedar Falls, IA. Returned Peace Corps 

           Volunteer, Guatamala.

· Jenny Hall: Director, Over the Rainbow, Cedar Falls, IA; Ed.D Candidate, Community &

           Public Health Education, UNI 

· Ohno Kazutaka (Kazu): Business Consultant, Sao Paulo, Brazil.

· Mona Nyandoro: Director of Development, Kremen School of Education and Human 

      Development, California State University, Fresno; Returned Peace Corps Volunteer, Sao 

      Tome e Principe, Africa.

· Abbie Peterson: Program Assistant, Diversity Focus, Cedar Rapids, IA.

· Carol Pierce: Vector Control Specialist / Entomologist, Multinomah County Vector and

           Nuisance Control, Portland, OR.

· Ann Steffen: Admissions Advisor, AFS-USA Intercultural Programs, Portland, OR.

· Francesca Zogaib: President, Little Brazil Caporeira Academy, Cedar Falls, IA.

WHAT’S NEXT
· Over the Rainbow to Become Tax-Exempt Organization: We are still waiting for the IRS to process our application.  We will send you a special update to let you know when the process is complete. Upon completion, your donations will be tax deductible and we will be eligible for government and foundation grants.

· UNI Public Relations Student, Taylor Schaa, Receives Koob Endowment Fund: Taylor will join us for the 2007-2008 school year as Program Assistant where she will take on a variety of responsibilities including maintaining/expanding our website, developing marketing materials, media relations, fundraising and administrative activities.

HOW YOU CAN HELP!

Your support makes a difference, and especially now during our transition period. Here's what you can do!

· Spread the Word! Share this newsletter and our website with your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers and churches!
· Volunteer: 
· Help us Fundraise!  It's easy and will help women and children around the world. Templates, reports and presentations are provided!! 
· Opportunities in Salvador, Brazil are available at our Health & Education Center.  Students, travelers and health workers are invited to share their talents, hobbies and special skills with vulnerable children and/or women.  
· Email volunteer@over-therainbow.org for more information.
· Make a Gift: OTR accepts any amount!! Even a dollar makes a difference and 100% of your contribution goes directly to helping vulnerable populations.   All contributors receive a photo and souvenir from Brazil.

· Send contributions to "Over the Rainbow" at 

       
        4305 Veralta Drive

                   Cedar Falls, IA  50613

· Online donations can be made at http://www.paypal.com/ where you can send your gift to over.therainbow@yahoo.com
Send questions or comments to Jenny Hall, Project Founder and Director, at

jenny@over-therainbow.org or through the website at www.over-therainbow.org
THANK YOU!
A heartfelt gratitude goes to all our special friends who help make this organization a reality.  They've helped bring hope and happiness to hundreds of disadvantaged women, children and families in Salvador, Brazil and will continue to spread hope to others around the world.  

www.over-therainbow.org   

Empowering women and children around the world!

